EYFS Understanding the World – History
	EYFS Understanding the World  Educational Programme (Statutory)

	Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

	Development Matters

	3 and 4 year olds
	· Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 
· Show interest in different occupations. 


Reception
· Talk about members of their immediate family and community. 
· Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 
· Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
· Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. Vocabulary

	ELG: Past and Present (Statutory)

	Children at the expected level of development will:
- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;
- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
- Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.



What we are learning:
	Objective                                                                                                                                  Learning in EYFS

	To comment on images of familiar situations in the past
	Appreciate that photographs of the past tell them about how things have changed.
	Learning, through handling artefacts, that parents/grandparents did not have the modern appliances we have today.
	Able to talk about changes they note in photographs - of local historical areas, and from direct experiences of past events (moon landing)
	Begin to show that they can organise artefacts by age and start to justify their choices.

	Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past
	Appreciate that many stories are set in a time in the past.
	Appreciate that through being brave people in the past have made changes. (Jesus, Easter story)
	Talk about why people did what they did and discuss what drove them to do so. (Guy Fawkes)
	Begin to appreciate that many people did things in the past that has helped to make the world a better place. (Jesus, Neil Armstrong)



When and how we are learning it:
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	All About Me/Autumn Days
· Children can talk about members of their immediate family and community.
· Children talk about occupations within their community and the lives of people around them.

	Reach for the stars
· Children learn about Guy Fawkes and the story of the Gunpowder Plot while celebrating Bonfire Night. They learn that his beliefs made him do what he did.
· Children know that Neil Armstrong was the first astronaut to walk on the moon.
· Children to learn about the moon landing through looking at photographs.
· Children learn about celebrations such as Christmas and Diwali and appreciate that these have been celebrated for many years in the past.

	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	Fairytales
· Children can talk about celebrations that are important to them and their family.
· Children learn about celebrations such as Holi and Chinese New Year and appreciate that these have been celebrated for many years in the past.
	Toys and Teddies
· Children to share photographs and artefacts of their parents / grandparents toys.
· Children begin to think of similarities and differences between old and new toys.
· Children to look at discuss photographs of old toys.
· Children to sort old and new toys.
· Photographs of grandparents toys to be made into a class toy book.
· Children know the Easter story. Jesus sacrificed himself by dying on the cross to save humanity. 

	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	On the Farm
· Children know that a vet is someone who cares for a treats injured and poorly animals.
	Minibeasts
· Children know that a dentist is someone who helps care for people’s teeth and mouths.



Assessment:
	Progression in Past and present in EYFS

	End of Nursery
· Beginning to have an understanding for terms like, yesterday, last week and last year;
· • Appreciating that they may have siblings that are older than them and that they may be older than a younger sibling;
· • Appreciating that certain artefacts and resources are old and have been used before.
	Autumn 2 
· Remembering and talking about significant events in their own experiences, e.g. birthday;
· Knowing and understanding that their grandparents are older than their parents;
· Beginning to be familiar with words and phrases associated with long ago, such as ‘in the past’ or ‘a long time ago’;
· Beginning to understand that some familiar stories were set in
	Spring 2
· Recognising and describing special times or events for family or friends, e.g. Eid, christening, Christmas;
· Beginning to compare and contrast characters/real life figures in stories about the past
· Understanding that people celebrated events like Eid and Christmas before they were born;
· Using appropriate language to describe
	End of EYFS (ELG)
· Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;
· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
· Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.




